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28 May – June 4 2010
Legislative Update
House Armed Services Committee Approves NDAA

 On 19 May, the House Armed Services Committee approved the Fiscal Year 2011 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA).  During consideration, the Committee accepted an amendment from Rep. Loebsack (D-IA-2) that raised the number of Army National Guard Non-Dual Status Technicans to 2,520 to match the President's Request.  The bill also authorizes $700,000,000 in the National Guard and Reserve Equipment Act (NGREA).  The Committee also increased authorizations for both Army and Air National Guard Military Construction funding.  These increased authorizations include $60 million for the Army National Guard and $50 million for the Air National Guard in discretionary military construction funding.  
The full House is expected to take up the bill during the week of 24 May.  The Senate Armed Servics Committee will begin consideration of the bill during the week of 24 May and full Committee approval is expected on 27 May.   An NGB analysis of the NDAA can be found here.

A Summary of the Defense Authorization Bill for FY 2011, HR 5136 

This bill authorizes $725.9 billion for defense programs in FY 2011 which is 7% more than currently authorized for FY 2010.  Included in the measure's authorization is $159.3 billion in specific funds for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and the general war on terrorism, although other funds could be used for those purposes. The measure also authorizes the requested $11 billion to purchase 42 F-35 Joint Strike Fighters, plus an additional $485 million in unrequested funds for an alternate engine, which is expected to lead to a veto threat. It authorizes $10.3 billion, 4% more than requested for missile defense programs, contains restrictions on the release of detainees from Guantanamo Bay, and provides a 1.9% pay raise for military personnel, a half percentage point more than requested. The bill does not address the military's "don't ask, don't tell," policy on the service of openly gay personnel, but an amendment is expected to add the contents of a deal with the administration that would repeal the policy, contingent upon the results of a departmental review and certain certifications by administration officials.  A complete background and summary can be found here.
Priorities Clash in Spending Bills

Both the House and the Senate are working towards key votes on separate supplemental spending bills to fund military operations, disaster assistance and other proposals some lawmakers consider equally urgent — including $23 billion to save teachers’ jobs and an administration request for $500 million to beef up security on the border with Mexico. The entire article can be found here.
Supplemental Funding Approved By Senate Committee

On 13 May, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved supplemental funding for fiscal year 2010.  Both the Army and Air National Guard Operations and Maintenance Accounts were funded above the requested levels, as was the Army National Guard Personnel Account; the bill also includes Overseas Contingency Operation funding.  The Committee provided no funds for the Air National Guard Personnel Account.  There is no timeline for Senate floor consideration of the bill.  The full House is expected to begin consideration of the bill after Senate passage.  An NGB analysis of the Senate Appropriations Committee bill can be found here.
Summaries of Some Recent Congressional Hearings Related to the National Guard

A. Our National Guard leaders continue to provide Congress with information on the Fiscal Year 2011 Budget Request.  Earlier this month, General McKinley, Chief of the National Guard Bureau, and the Directors of the Army and Air National Guard sat on a panel with Assistant Secretary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, Denise McCarthy, to discuss personnel programs in front of the Senate Armed Services Personnel Subcommittee.  To read the full hearing transcript, click here.
B. Recently, the Directors of the Army and Air National Guard testified at the House Armed Services Readiness Subcommittee on training and operations funding.  During the previous week, representatives from the active-duty and reserve components of the Army and Air Force testified at the Senate Appropriations Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Subcommittee.  Director of the Army National Guard, Major General Raymond Carpenter and Deputy Director of the Air National Guard, Major General Patrick J. Moisio fielded questions on Fiscal Year 2011 National Guard military construction funding.  In his opening statement, Mr. Louis Jerome Hansen Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Army for Strategic Infrastructure thanked the committee for their support of the Guard and Reserve Initiative and said, "The funds are being used to address critical requirements."  Also, Major General Raymond Carpenter, Director of the Army National Guard, and Lieutenant General Harry Wyatt, Director of the Air National Guard, testified at the House Armed Services Airland Subcommittee on the status of National Guard equipment.  To read the full hearing transcript, click here.
Other National Guard Hearings and Links to their Transcripts 

<<Army and Air National Guard and Reserve Equipment Programs - 22 April 10
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Air and Land Forces. ARNG Director MG Raymond W. Carpenter; ANG Director Lt. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt III. Transcripts
 

Fiscal Year 2011 Army and Air Military Construction Funding - 22 April 10
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction & Veterans Affairs. ARNG Director MG Raymond W. Carpenter; ANG Deputy Director Maj. Gen. Patrick J. Moisio. Transcripts
 

Operationalizing the Reserve Component - 15 April 10
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Personnel. ARNG Director MG Raymond W. Carpenter; ANG Director Lt. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt III. Transcripts 

 

National Guard & Reserve Budget Overview -  14 April 10            

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense.  CNGB Gen. Craig R. McKinley; ARNG Director MG Raymond W. Carpenter; ANG Director Lt. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt III. Transcripts
 

Quality of Life - 14 April 10            

House Appropriations Subcommittee on Military Construction & Veterans Affairs. ANG CCM, Muncy; ARNG CSM Burch. Transcripts
 

National Guard & Reserve Budget Overview -  24 March 10            
Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Defense.  CNGB Gen. Craig R. McKinley; ARNG Director MG Raymond W. Carpenter; ANG Director Lt. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt III. Transcripts 
 

Upcoming Hearings
Senate

VA Health Care in Rural Areas

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee  -  Full Committee Hearing 

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee (Chairman Akaka, D-Hawaii) will hold a hearing on VA health care in rural areas.

Contact: Bill Brew - Democratic Staff Director at 202-224-9126

Wednesday, June 16; 9:30 a.m.; location 418 Russell
Post-9/11 GI Bill

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee - Full Committee Hearing 

(Chairman Akaka, D-Hawaii) will hold a hearing titled "Improvements to the Post-9/11 GI Bill."

Contact: Bill Brew - Democratic Staff Director at 202-224-9126

Wednesday, June 21; 9:30a.m.; location 418 Russell

Veterans' Service-Connected Disabilities Benefits Program

Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation - Advisory Committee Meeting 

Advisory Committee on Disability Compensation will hold a meeting to receive briefings on issues related to compensation for Veterans with service-connected disabilities and other Veteran benefits programs.

Contact: Ersie Farber at 202-461-9728 Ersie.farber@va.gov 

For further information: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2010/2010-13418.htm 

Monday, June 21, 8:30 a.m. & Tuesday, June 22, 8:30 a.m.; St. Regis Hotel, 923 16th St. N.W
Veterans' Claims Processing

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee

Full Committee Hearing 

Senate Veterans' Affairs Committee (Chairman Akaka, D-Hawaii) will hold a hearing titled "Review of Veterans' Claims Processing: Are Current Efforts Working?"

Contact: Bill Brew - Democratic Staff Director at 202-224-9126

Thursday, July 1, 9:30 a.m.; 418 Russell
House 
House Veterans' Affairs

VA'S RECREATIONAL THERAPY SERVICES 

June 8, 8:30 a.m., site TBA, New Port Richy, Fla.

Subcommittee Field Hearing 

---------------------------------

VA INSPECTOR GENERAL REPORT 

June 9, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Full Committee Hearing 

---------------------------------

PENDING VETERANS AFFAIRS LEGISLATION 

June 10, 1 p.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 

---------------------------------

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION  

June 15, 2 p.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 

---------------------------------

VA EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS  

June 23, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 

---------------------------------

VETERANS LEGISLATION 

June 24, 9 a.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Markup 

---------------------------------

VA RURAL HEALTH ISSUES AND TECHNOLOGY 

June 24, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 

---------------------------------

VA GENERAL COUNSEL 

June 30, 10 a.m., 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 

---------------------------------

VETERANS' SUICIDE PREVENTION OUTREACH EFFORTS 

Date TBA, 334 Cannon Bldg.

Subcommittee Hearing 










