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HASC Subcommittee Releases Review of Professional Military Education

The Oversight and Investigations Subcommittee, House Armed Services Committee released the first comprehensive Congressional review of the professional military education system in 20 years May 6. The report is titled “Another Crossroads? Professional Military Education Two Decades After the Goldwater-Nichols Act and the Skelton Panel.”
To view the complete 200+ page report
To read the HASC news release 
Gates, Hill Should Cut Benefits
We need to cut weapons spending, decrease the swollen ranks of the military bureaucracy and control runaway pay and benefits Defense Secretary Robert Gates told the nation recently in his speech from the Eisenhower Library in Kansas.
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates has called for more spending cuts to keep the defense budget fixed for the future. These cuts, however, will not eliminate the principal problem: The defense budget is expected to remain static or decline, yet the nation seems likely to keep asking the military to do more with less.  This is the most important reason defense dollars are increasingly stretched. 


To read more
Pace of Military Pay Raises Unlikely to Slacken
Despite concerns in the Pentagon about the growing budgetary strain of rising military pay and benefits, Congress has shown again this week that it is unwilling to cut back on them in wartime.
The House Armed Services Subcommittee on Military Personnel recommended Wednesday that the full committee do what Congress has done every year for more than a decade: boost military pay even more than the administration requested. In addition, the panel did not even consider increasing the amount military retirees have to pay to participate in the TRICARE health insurance program. 

There are no signs that their colleagues in the Senate are any more likely to rein in personnel costs this year.

Republicans generally want to pay for the growing costs of personnel, weapons and other programs by increasing the total amount spent on the Defense Department, while Democrats typically prefer finding savings elsewhere in the Pentagon budget. Neither political party appears ready to do much more than defer action on addressing the problem this year because nobody wants to be seen — particularly during an election year — as shortchanging military families in a time of war.
Schwartz Shoots Down Light Attack Aircraft/Smaller Cargo Lifter
The Air Force Chief of Staff, Gen. Norton Schwartz, shot down his own idea of a light attack aircraft for irregular wars today, saying existing aircraft can perform any and all close air support missions that a new, light strike fighter could.  In addition, he conceded there is no need for a smaller cargo lifter either.
To read more
OSD Eyes Near-Space UAVs
The enormous need for overhead reconnaissance to combat IEDs and to track terrorists and insurgents over large areas for long periods is driving at least one part of the Pentagon to develop so-called stratospheric UAVs that can hover above the Jet Stream for several months or more.

And that may be the harbinger of a long-term shift in the UAV market, according to one advocate of the concept, Ed Herlik. He’s the lead author of a market forecast report titled “Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) for Counter-Insurgency Global Market & Technologies Outlook 2010–2015,” produced by Market Intel Group, where Herlik is a partner.

To read more
Family News
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Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act Signed Into Law

President Barack Obama signed into law the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act May 5 at the White House. The Act makes a stipend, health insurance, and expanded training and counseling available to the caregivers of Veterans who were severely injured in the line of duty after 9/11.

 Watch the White House video of the event (7 min. 53 sec.)
 Learn more from Senator Akaka’s office
First Lady Calls on Nation to Support Military Families
First Lady Michelle Obama issued a national challenge today to all sectors of American society: mobilize and take action to support and engage military families.
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President Barack Obama and his administration have made military families a priority, she noted, with increased pay and benefits as well as increased funding for military housing and child care and spouse counseling and career development. The Family and Medical Leave Act also has been extended to more military families and caregivers, she added. 

The budget for next year is slated to continue to strengthen military family support programs, the first lady said.

The Defense Department has launched the Military Family Life Project, the first lady said, a landmark study of more than 100,000 spouses and servicemembers that is slated to launch this month. This survey will assess families' quality of life to give officials a better sense of how families are experiencing deployments and improve the support provided to them.

Health News
How Does TRICARE Extra Work?

If a TRICARE Standard beneficiary gets care from a TRICARE Prime network provider, his claim automatically is processed under TRICARE Extra. TRICARE Extra is a cost-saving arrangement whereby a TRICARE Standard beneficiary may get care at discounted prices from a TRICARE Prime network provider.

The costs of care will not be as low as those for a TRICARE Prime enrollee, but the beneficiary’s cost share will be reduced by five percentage points — from 25 percent of the amount allowed for retirees and their family members to 20 percent, and from 20 percent for active-duty family members to 15 percent. The TRICARE deductible stays the same.

The provider also will accept the amount TRICARE allows on the claim as full payment and will file the claim on the patient’s behalf.  TRICARE Standard beneficiaries do not need to enroll in TRICARE Extra or to pay fees. Their only expenses for covered services are the TRICARE deductible, when applicable, and the discounted cost share amounts on the claim.

Beneficiaries who are on active duty or enrolled in TRICARE Prime or TRICARE for Life are not eligible to use TRICARE Extra. As with TRICARE Standard, you need no proof of insurance other than your uniformed service ID card.
TRICARE Management Activity Finalizes North Region Health Care Support Contract
TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) announced today that it has awarded a contract to Health Net Federal Services, LLC, Rancho Cordova, CA., as the TRICARE Managed Care Support (MCS) contractor for the TRICARE North Region.  The announcement follows the May 5, 2010 announcement of TMA’s intent to award. 

            The total potential contract value including a 10-month transition period and five one-year option periods for health care delivery, plus a transition-out period, is $17,218,484,626. Health Net is the current contractor for the TRICARE North Region.

            Transition to the three new regional contracts in the United States, known as “T-3,” was initially slated for completion April 1, 2010.  Protests filed with TMA and the Government Accountability Office (GAO) put transition activities on hold in all three regions.  In late October and early November of 2009, the GAO sustained the protests by Health Net and the current South Region contractor, Humana Military Healthcare Services, and recommended reevaluation of proposals for both the North and South Region.

            TMA also issued an amended Request for Proposals (RFP) for the TRICARE South Region on May 5, 2010. In keeping with GAO recommendations, TMA is only requesting new information and proposal updates related to the offerors' network discounts. The original bidders will all have the opportunity to respond.

            An agency-level protest regarding the West Region award to TriWest Healthcare Alliance Corp. is still pending.

            TMA administers the health care plan for more that 9.6 million members of the uniformed services, retirees and their families worldwide.  Regional support contractors provide health, medical and administrative support services while ensuring beneficiary satisfaction at the highest level possible through the delivery of outstanding health care.

            For additional information and updates on the T-3 contracts go to www.tricare.mil/t3contracts.

Legislative News
House Panel Approves Readiness Provisions for Defense Bill

The House Armed Services Subcommittee on Readiness approved, by voice vote, provisions for the fiscal 2011 defense authorization bill (HR 5136). The subcommittee’s mark would authorize $168 billion for operations and maintenance and it would authorize $20 billion for military construction accounts. The subpanel also adopted six amendments by voice vote; five of which were part of an en bloc package.

This is the fourth of six House Armed Services subcommittee markups of the defense authorization bill. A full committee markup is scheduled for May 19 at 10 a.m.
Legislation of Interest

Draft Bill — Fiscal 2011 Defense Appropriations (Senate)

Official Title: Fiscal 2011 Defense Appropriations (Senate)
Cosponsors: No reported cosponsors

Last Major Action: May 12, 2010 — Subcommittee hearing held by the Senate Appropriations Committee, Subcommittee on Defense.

Next Scheduled Action: May 18, 2010 — Scheduled action — Subcommittee hearing by the Senate Appropriations Committee, Defense Subcommittee. 10 a.m., SVC-217 Capitol Bldg. 

Draft Bill — Fiscal 2011 Defense Authorization (Senate)

Official Title: Fiscal 2011 Defense Authorization (Senate)
Cosponsors: No reported cosponsors

Last Major Action: May 12, 2010 — Subcommittee hearing held by the Senate Armed Services Committee, Subcommittee on Personnel.

Next Scheduled Action: May 25, 2010 — Scheduled action — Subcommittee consideration and markup by the Senate Armed Services Committee, Airland Subcommittee. 9 a.m., 222 Russell Bldg. CLOSED 

HR 3441

Sponsor: Arcuri (D-N.Y.)

Official Title:  A bill to provide for automatic enrollment of veterans returning from combat zones into the VA medical system, and for other purposes.
Introduced: July 31, 2009  
Committees: House Veterans' Affairs

Cosponsors: 17 Total (17 Democrats) 

	Bishop, S. (D-Ga.)
	Kilroy (D-Ohio)
	Moore, D. (D-Kan.)

	Boccieri (D-Ohio)
	Maffei (D-N.Y.)
	Murphy, P. (D-Pa.)

	Carney (D-Pa.)
	Massa (D-N.Y.)
	Owens (D-N.Y.)

	Filner (D-Calif.)
	Meeks, G. (D-N.Y.)
	Sires (D-N.J.)

	Hinchey (D-N.Y.)
	Michaud (D-Maine)
	Walz (D-Minn.)

	Kagen (D-Wis.)
	Minnick (D-Idaho)
	


HR 4028

Sponsor: Wu (D-Ore.)

Brief Title: 
Rural Veterans Services Outreach and Training Act

Official Title: 
A bill to amend Title 38, United States Code, to improve services for veterans residing in rural areas.

Introduced: November 5, 2009 

Committees: House Veterans’ Affairs

Cosponsors: 21 Total (21 Democrats) 

	Altmire (D-Pa.)
	Gordon, B. (D-Tenn.)
	Peterson, C. (D-Minn.)

	Blumenauer (D-Ore.)
	Hill (D-Ind.)
	Pierluisi (D-P.R.)

	Bordallo (D-Guam)
	Hinchey (D-N.Y.)
	Ross (D-Ark.)

	Childers (D-Miss.)
	Hinojosa (D-Texas)
	Salazar, J. (D-Colo.)

	Courtney (D-Conn.)
	Kagen (D-Wis.)
	Schrader (D-Ore.)

	DeFazio (D-Ore.)
	Michaud (D-Maine)
	Walz (D-Minn.)

	Faleomavaega (D-A.S.)
	Minnick (D-Idaho)
	Wilson, Charlie (D-Ohio)


HR 5206

Sponsor: Teague (D-N.M.)

Official Title: 
A bill to amend Title 38, United States Code, to increase the maximum age for children eligible for medical care under the CHAMPVA program.

Introduced:  May 4, 2010 

Committees:  House Veterans’ Affairs

Related Bills:  See HR 5185 

Cosponsors:  7 Total (7 Democrats) 

	Doggett (D-Texas)
	Markey, B. (D-Colo.)
	Wilson, Charlie (D-Ohio)

	Heinrich (D-N.M.)
	Reyes (D-Texas)
	


HR 5145

Sponsor: McNerney (D-Calif.)

Brief Title: 
Assuring Quality Care for Veterans Act

Official Title: 
A bill to amend Title 38, United States Code, to improve the continuing professional education reimbursement provided to health professionals employed by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Introduced:  April 27, 2010 

Committees:  House Veterans’ Affairs

Cosponsors:  2 Total (2 Democrats) 

	Bordallo (D-Guam)
	Donnelly (D-Ind.)











