Volunteer Update for June 2009
Good People Doing Great Things
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Relay For Life at Citizens Bank Park, Saturday June 27

On Saturday, June 27, GE Water and Process Technologies will participate in the Philadelphia Relay For Life. GE is a National Corporate Team for the relay event. 

Relay for Life is the American Cancer Society’s signature activity, bringing together 3.5 million people to celebrate those who have battled cancer and raise money to fight back. 

Teams of participants camp out at Citizens Bank Park and take turns walking or running around a track or path. Each team is asked to have a representative on the track at all times during the event. 

Relays are an overnight event, up to 24 hours in length. 

If interested in participating,click here or sign up under the "GE Water" team on http://www.relayforlife.com/paphiladelphia. GE Employees can select National Corporate Team under Step 2 to waive the $10 registration fee. 

For more information, contact Matthew Pasquini by email Matthew.pasquini@ge.com, or by phone 215-942-3490. 
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Calling all Volunteers that have experience to share – We know you are out there!

Do you have experience, expertise, or valuable life experiences you think others can benefit from? We think you and do and we need your help! 

GE Volunteers are looking for people to present/teach a 45-minute workshop at Montgomery County Community College (MCCC), in Blue Bell, PA in the September to November timeframe. The workshops are for MCCC Students that are enrolled in the ACT101 Program. 

Workshop Ideas include: 

· Personal Finance for people with limited income (balancing your check book, saving money, dangers of credit cards, etc.); 

· Dress for success – presenting a positive image; and  

· Key elements of an effective interview – for any type of job. 

Examples of workshops the Volunteers do regularly include "Real World: College life to Work life" and "Personal Finance."

We are looking to offer MCCC three to four workshops that would be scheduled between September and November 2009. The workshops are held over lunch from 12:00noon to 1:00pm with 45 minutes of presenting and 15 minutes of Q&A. 

Attendance is usually 30-45 students. Anyone who interested in volunteering and Affinity groups with materials that would be helpful in these workshops are encouraged to contact Jeff Bartoletti by phone at  610-458-2384 or at jeff.bartoletti@ge.com.

About ACT101 at MCCC
ACT 101 is a higher education equal opportunity program funded by the State of Pennsylvania to provide academic and counseling support services to students who receive financial aid or who meet certain income guidelines and are educationally under-prepared for college level work. ACT101 runs workshops for the students to educate/prepare them for a variety of things from resume writing, interviewing skills, etc. 
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GE Volunteers Elfun Scholarship continues to Make Dreams Come True

On May 14 Jeff Bartoletti, Dave Blake, and Gloria Tafel presented the Gerald Cundiff Memorial Scholarship to this year’s recipient at the Montgomery County Community College ACT 101 Annual Awards Ceremony. 

This year’s award winner was Christopher Hurley, who will use the $2,000 scholarship to complete his degree in Engineering Sciences. 

An excited Chris and his parents humbly accepted the award and has his sights set on a four-year college to continue his Engineering education, following graduation from MCCC in 2010. 

Greater Philadelphia GE Volunteers and Elfun have been actively engaged with the ACT 101 program, initiated by Gerald Cundiff, through working with the GE Foundation for a grant that would enable the formation of a scholarship program. 

Each year, for the past nine years, GE Volunteers and Elfun have been able to provide $1000 per year to a financially challenged ACT 101 participant, allowing them to stay in school, complete their degree and dramatically change their lives. 

Jeff Bartoletti (Regular GE Volunteer & Elfun) and David Blake (Retired GE Volunteer/Elfun) are active members of the Montgomery County Community College ACT101 Advisory Council. 
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The Volunteers Foundation seeks support for acclaimed local projects

Through donations from GE employees and retirees, the GE Volunteers Foundation provides financial support for GE volunteers worldwide as they enhance the lives of others, improve the quality of their communities, and address local needs. 

There are three easy ways you can support a GE Volunteers project: 
1. Make a tax-deductible donation via check payable to the GE Volunteers Foundation. Mail to: GE Volunteers Foundation, 3135 Easton Turnpike, Fairfield, CT. 06828. You can also use a credit card, by logging onto www.gevolunteersfoundation.org 

2. Apply for the GE Volunteers Credit Card and a percentage of your purchases go towards funding GE Volunteer projects. Learn more at www.gevolunteersfoundation.org 

3. With a planned giving strategy, you can put your assets to work for GE Volunteers. Log onto www.ge.planyourlegacy.org to view the many options available. 

Thank you for your continued contribution and support! 
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Janine Clemens - A Woman Who Makes a Diffference

Congratulations to Janine Clemens recently received the "Women Who Makes a Difference Award" for 2009 from GE and the YWCA of Bucks County. As an Advanced Technologist for GE Water and Process Technologies, Janine is heavily involved in science education for children. She is the leader of the Scientist in the Classroom Program and for Science Day at GE Water, which culminates the Scientist in the Classroom school year with a special celebration lunch demonstrations. 

Janine is the co-leader of science experiments for Bring a Child to Work Day and an annual judge for the Bucks County Science Fair at Delaware Valley College. She also participates in Project Linus Blankets, Reading Stars and the Holiday Hearts Program for the YWCA. 

In her community, Janine has served for seven years as a religious education teacher at her local parish, and has volunteered with the Boy Scouts of America. Whether she is encouraging young children to be tomorrow's scientists, or making blankets for those in need, she is a role model for giving back. Colleagues at GE, and the people in the Bucks County community who benefit from her involvement are lucky to have Janine on their team. GE Volunteers are happy to celebrate Janine Clemens. She is most certainly a "Woman Who Makes a Difference. "
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Volunteers Honored at the 16th Annual Corporate Leadership Breakfast 

In May, GE was honored at the 16th Annual Corporate Leadership Breakfast with the 2008 Philadelphia Cares Day Silver Team STAR.

As Mayor Nutter stated in the filled-to-overflow Liberty Ballroom at the Philadelphia Marriott Downtown, "the people of our community hold the power to make a real difference in the life of our city... and in the lives of our neighbors."

Congratulations to everyone who participated in the 2008 Philadelphia Cares Day. We hope 2009 proves to be just as successful!
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GE Water hosted another 
successful Technology Day 

GE Water & Process Technologies hosted Technology Day on Thursday, May 28 in the Trevose Learning Center. Approximately 180 fifth grade students from Belmont Hills and Cornwells Elementary Schools in the Bensalem School District participated in this event. 

The students who participated in this event are also involved in GE Water’s Science in the Classroom Program. 

Representatives from GE Energy, NBC, GE Water & Process Technologies, GE Healthcare and Trailer Fleet Services participated in the event and showcased various technologies through demonstration and hands-on-projects appropriate for fifth grade students. 

Heiner Markhoff, President and CEO of GE Water and Christine Furstoss, General Manager, Technology, GE Water, welcomed the students to experience many different examples of GE technologies. The students learned about Wind Turbines and Smart Grid Technology from GE Energy, the inside secrets to developing a News Broadcast from NBC, Reverse Osmosis technology from GE Water, Ultrasound technology on fish “patients” from GE Healthcare and Highway Safety using one of GE Capital/Trailer Fleet Services trailers. 

The students finished their visit with a pizza lunch and magic show by GE Water’s resident magician, Jeff Ballew, proving that science is fun for all ages.
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A Philly Cares Day At Pegasus Riding Academy

On May 16 Greater Philadelphia Cares and the Fairmount Park Commission held their annual “Philadelphia Cares About Fairmount Park Day.” 

Over 1,000 volunteers spanned the city to take part in 40 projects, from the Northeast to South Philadelphia to help keep Fairmount Park clean and green for generations to come. Tucked in the northeast Pennypack section of the park is Pegasus Riding Academy, the only riding therapy program in the City of Philadelphia. 

The academy serves clients of all ages from local facilities such as area hospitals, rehab centers, and schools for children with disabilities. Using the “people-animal connection”, Pegasus fulfills its mission to provide therapeutic exercise while focusing on the client’s abilities rather than their disabilities. 

The 2009 Philly Cares Day Project that included Pegasus was to clear an area on the grounds for a sensory riding trail and to beautify other areas of the property. 

Assignments for the Pegasus beautification project included: 
· Removing flower beds of weeds; 

· Revitalizing the flower beds with the feel of the heuchra, the aroma of the sage, and the visually stimulation of the colors of the foliage and flowers; and 

· Sensory and aromatic plants were added to accompany the iris already in place. 

The Executive Director of Pegasus, Barbara Wertheimer, expressed her gratitude to GE and indicated that volunteers are always welcome. 

Those interested in volunteering at Pegasus can visit their website at http://www.pegasusridingacademy.com/. 
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Big Brothers Big Sisters seek volunteers in Bucks County

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bucks County is looking for volunteers for their school-based mentoring program. Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bucks County is a private, non-profit organization affiliated with the national organization of Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, with over 40 years of commitment to serving children and youth in Bucks County. 

Students and mentors are required to meet two to three times each month during the student’s lunch or recess period. 

The background check required for volunteering include: 
1) FBI Clearance 
2) Child Abuse Clearance - for Pennsylvania residents 
3) Motor Vehicle Clearance - for Pennsylvania residents 
4) County Clearance - for Pennsylvania residents 
5) Volunteers must sign GE Volunteers form for working with children.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Bucks County is a collaborative partnership between the community, schools, Big Brothers Big Sisters, and local businesses. The program serves students referred by the school who are deemed at-risk of academic failure, social difficulty or failure, and/or in need of a positive adult role model. 

Students are matched one-to-one with adult volunteers who serve as mentors to extend positive experiences, help students learn basic skills, and make responsible choices concerning their future roles as contributing members of our society. 

If interested in volunteering and for additional details contact: Abdul Khwaja (Email: abdul.khwaja@ge.com) or Gloria Tafel (Email: Gloria.tafel@ge.com) 
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Philadelphia Cares Day 2009 - SAVE THE DATE! 

This year, GE Volunteers, along with their friends and families, will join the Philadelphia community for Philadelphia Cares Day 2009. Philadelphia Cares Day is a day of service that gives students a more appealing and functional learning environment by providing the selected school with fresh coats of paint, refurbished libraries, landscaped green spaces, restored playground equipment, and more. The event will take place on October 17 at 9 am. Look for more details in the coming issues of the GE Volunteers Newsletter. 

